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Recycling your junk mail each day
does a mountain of good.

Through the simple act of recycling, one person can
make a big difference. Just place your newspapers,
junk mail, magazines and other papers in an
OCRRA blue bin to help conserve trees and create
a brighter future for those who need it most.

Save the world a little each day.
See how at

org

Report From the Chair

Mark Donnelly
OCRRA Chairperson
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CRRA’s Core Values reflect the
desire to carry out environmental
stewardship with honesty and
integrity, while providing excellent customer
service and community relations to the
public.
One of the many ways we live out these
values is through the collaborative direction
of our 15 member Board of Directors. 2009
saw large turnover on the Board. OCRRA
welcomed six new members to our ranks:
Jeff DeRoberts, Roger Eidt, Lee Klosowski,
Minch Lewis, Mike Reilly and Richard
Smardon. Many thanks to our current Board
members for their dedication to the cause,
and especially to Bob Ripberger, who has
served the community for almost 15 years
while on the OCRRA Board.
As a whole, the Board spent considerable
time and effort balancing program values
and available resources, such that OCRRA
could continue to serve the community,
while remaining fiscally responsible.
Under the Board, and specifically the
Greenhouse Gas Committee’s tutelage,
OCRRA rolled out a new program in 2009, to
help businesses recycle more and recognize
those who display outstanding efforts. To
date, the Blue Ribbon Recycler program has
highlighted over 31 distinguished business
recyclers.
This program, as well as OCRRA’s new
public education campaign entitled,
“Save the world a little each day,” helped
bring Onondaga County’s recycling rate
to 68 percent in 2009! As the new public
education slogan indicates, every little bit of
recycling one does really adds up over time
and collectively, our positive impact on the
environment is huge.
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Our community learns how and what to
recycle in many different ways, one of which
is through OCRRA’s comprehensive website.
There residents can sign up online for events
including Household Hazardous Waste
Drop-Off Days and the Earth Day Litter
Clean-Up; they can utilize the site search
function to get specifics on how to recycle
specialty items, as well as learn what items
go in the blue bin. Businesses can apply for
the Blue Ribbon Recycler program and even
order recycling supplies for their company
at www.OCRRA.org. The site also offers
transparency through the posting of Board
meeting minutes, as well as annual Recycling
and Waste-to-Energy reports.
In 2009, the website was also a means for the
community to interact with OCRRA through
our “Recycling Kid Contest.” Knowing that
people are motivated to recycle because it
helps preserve the planet for our children,
we embarked on a county-wide search for
“OCRRA Recycling Kids,” or children to be
featured in television and print ads. Eleven
children were selected, from almost 100 kids,
based on their photo and essay submissions.
Each was prominently featured in ads that
thanked the community for recycling. The
children’s involvement reminded us that
with all the changes that occurred in 2009,
Onondaga County has many reasons to
continue doing a stellar job with recycling.

Report From the Executive Director
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memorable television commercial currently asks if 2009 will be remembered
as the Great Depression, or the depression that makes us great. OCRRA experienced a
large dose of negative economic flux in 2009.
Strong financial reserves, combined with debt
restructuring safety valves installed in 2003, allowed OCRRA to weather the economic storm
of 2009.
And what an economic storm it was. In the span
of several weeks from late 2008 to early 2009, all
of OCRRA’s major revenue sources plunged. Most
precipitous was an over fifty percent reduction
in the market price of electricity sold. Trash tonnage fell by ten percent. Recycled metal prices
went from decade highs in August 2008 to decade lows by February 2009. As we questioned
whether interest rates on savings could go any
lower, they only continued to drop. Every market fluctuation that relates to revenue at OCRRA
turned sour, to the tune of a staggering loss of
$4.5 million for the year.
In the years 2004 through 2008, OCRRA grew its
reserves to over twenty-five million dollars. The
use of saved reserves to sustain operations, rather than grow, catalyzed changes that we must
continue to embrace. Every expense category
was examined and reduced if possible. OCRRA
reduced hours and days of operation at all of its
Transfer Stations. We asked vendors to revisit
contracts, and where possible, cost reductions
were implemented. Our longtime landfill partner helped us implement the use of our (always
non-hazardous) ash residue as daily landfill cover, and as a result, we each are better off. Where
possible, the Board restored fees for special service items such as the recycling of electronics
and certain appliances. Normal attrition created
position vacancies, which remained unfilled.
Most importantly, the work team handled the
changes skillfully, even as the economics dictated a somber hold on all wage growth.

The 2010 Budget was created with the same
worst-case revenues as 2009 actuals, driving
difficult, but productive discussions on how savings could be generated in fuel expenses, public
education investment, interest on debt service,
and by foregoing all but the most critical capital
expenditures - to name but a few items from the
many that were slashed.
The impacts of dealing with the ever-growing
burden of electronic wastes also refocused
OCRRA’s thoughts on economics. Why are local, government solid waste programs hampered with expensive recycling costs to remove
so-called e-waste? E-waste continues to grow
as product life becomes ever shorter; environmentally friendly design is far down the list of
product manufacturers’ goals, since they rarely
incur even a fraction of the rapidly ballooning
end of life costs. OCRRA has selected the path
of changing New York and challenging it to join
the twenty other states that mandate product
stewardship for electronics, rather than simply
allow local ratepayers to eat the costs associated
with proper disposal.
2009 also saw OCRRA invest in the very longterm interests of our community. With a key
purchase of property that came on the open
market, OCRRA completed a landfill site acquisition, which had been in the works for over two
decades. We hope to never break ground but
rather utilize this permitted asset in the near
future for other endeavors; however, if landfill
markets change and capacity dissipates, OCRRA
will continue to serve this community with an
environmentally sound, highly efficient, safe,
and innovative solid waste solution. There will
be changes always, but OCRRA will endure the
economic climate of the day to serve well into
the future.
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Recycling

I

Over 550,000 Tons of Material Recycled in 2009
Recycling and composting generate environmental
benefits beyond resource conservation and
energy savings. In 2009, Onondaga County
residents, schools, and businesses recycled over
550,000 tons of material, saving over 1 million
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalents
(MTCO2E) from being emitted. This is equivalent
1
to taking 185,000 passenger vehicles off the road.

n 2009, local residents, businesses, and schools continued their extraordinary commitment to “Save the
World a Little Each Day,” through outstanding efforts
to recycle and reduce waste. Working together with
OCRRA, our community realized a number of significant environmental victories, including the following:
• Saved over 1million metric tons of carbon dioxide
equivalents (MTCO2E) from being emitted by recycling
over 550,000 tons of material. This is equivalent to
taking 185,000 passenger vehicles off the road.

Each year, the entire community pitches in to this
waste reduction effort. For example:

• Celebrated, after an 8-year effort, an expanded New
York State “Bottle Bill” that now includes water bottles;
thanks to thousands of residents signing petitions and
contacting their state representatives.

• Over 100 schools throughout Onondaga County
strove to achieve new levels of recycling excellence
by having students, custodians, and all administrators
work together and sign on to the School Recycling Pledge.

• Engaged over 11,000 volunteers in one of the
largest Earth Day litter clean-up events in the country,
resulting in over 135,000 pounds of litter removed
from local parks and roadways.

Brothers Jamie and Chris Plumley show off a
truckload full of litter they collected in LaFayette
during OCRRA’s 2009 Earth Day Litter Clean-Up.

• Residents dropped off over one million pounds
of old computers and TVs to OCRRA’s Community
Collection Center for recycling and material recovery.
Since starting the collection effort in 2002, OCRRA has

Tom Ferguson, an OCRRA employee, prepares shark meat for composting
at the Amboy Compost Site. Over 10,000 pounds of the expired fish
meat were processed into nutrient-rich compost as part of OCRRA’s food
waste pilot project. The material was managed without odor problems!
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bottles will be recycled, there will be less dependence
on foreign oil to make new plastic containers, and
there will be fewer beverage containers littering our
neighborhoods. All thanks to concerned residents who
supported more recycling and cleaner communities.

kept over three million pounds of old electronics out
of the waste stream. These materials can be laden with
heavy metals, including lead, cadmium, and mercury;
recycling these consumer products helps keep our
environment clean and safe for future generations.
• Over 280 tons of commercial food waste was
composted at OCRRA’s Amboy site, including food
waste from the New York State Fair vendors and local
“zero waste” community events, and over 12,000
pounds of shark meat! OCRRA’s goal: compost
thousands of yards of food waste from groceries,
hotels, restaurants, hospitals and schools by 2015.

Earth Day Litter Clean-Up Attracts Over 11,000
Volunteers
In 1991, OCRRA began coordinating our community’s
annual Earth Day Litter Clean-Up event. In that first
year, some 400 enthusiastic volunteers cleaned up a
few thousand pounds of litter. Some 18 years later,
over 11,000 volunteers cleaned up over 137,000
pounds of litter, including hundreds of old, abandoned
tires; the 2009 event was the largest in OCRRA history.
Volunteer groups included schools, Girl and Boy Scout
troops, community and neighborhood groups, and
local businesses. To date, over 1.5 million pounds of
litter have been removed thanks to these volunteers.

Bigger Better Bottle Bill Passed by New York
State Legislature
OCRRA has engaged in an 8-year effort urging the
New York State Legislature to expand the Bottle Bill
to include water bottles in the 5-cent deposit system.
Thousands of local residents signed OCRRA’s petitions
and contacted their state legislators in support of this
environmental legislation. Thanks to the grassroots
effort locally, and across NY State, the law was finally
expanded in 2009. The result: literally tons more

To learn more, please visit www.OCRRA.org!
1 Calculated using USEPA’s Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies Calculator at:
www.epa.gov/RDEE/energy-resources/calculator.html

Dereth Glance, board member and chair of the OCRRA recycling committee, delivers supporting commentary on the
Bigger Better Bottle Bill at SUNY ESF. Thousands of residents showed their support of the bottle bill expansion by signing
petitions at various OCRRA events. After an eight-year effort, the bill, which adds a five-cent deposit to water bottles, was
passed into law in 2009.
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Transfer Operations

T

he economic climate had a very strong
impact on OCRRA’s Transfer Operations in
2009. Due to historically low volumes of MSW
and Construction and Demolition Debris, several
cost-cutting measures were instituted to mitigate the
effects of lower than anticipated revenues.

The comprehensive Safety Training we provide
to our employees, which has been proven to be
instrumental in lowering our Workers Compensation
Insurance Premium, was also conducted utilizing less
overtime than in past years, due to the lower level of
activity at our facilities.

In response to customer requests for longer
Saturday operating hours at the Rock Cut Road Transfer
Station customer drop-off area, we changed the work
schedule for that station. Instead of traditional full day
operations Monday through Friday with a half day
on Saturday, it became a Tuesday through Saturday
workweek with full day operations on all five days.
In addition to responding to our customers’ desires,
this change in schedule led to a significant reduction
in overtime costs by converting Saturday to a regular
workday.

Once again, our drivers demonstrated their skill and
safety consciousness by traveling nearly 560,000 miles
without a motor vehicle accident in 2009. We commend
them for their safety efforts and professionalism while
performing their duties. Lost-time accidents at the
Transfer Stations were also maintained at low levels.
The new scale house at the Ley Creek Transfer Station
was completed in early 2009, replacing the old facility,
which had been in use since 1993. In addition, some
needed repairs to the main building roof and support

Walter Lindsey, one of OCRRA’s many safety-conscious drivers, prepares to transport ash residue from the Waste-toEnergy Facility to Seneca Meadows Landfill in Waterloo, NY. Our drivers traveled nearly 560,000 miles without a motor
vehicle accident in 2009.
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columns were completed to ensure the safety of our
customers and staff.
An integral part of the aforementioned repairs to the
main building was the replacement of several panels
of the steel roof with translucent panels. This was done
to increase the amount of natural light entering the
building to enable us to use less artificial lighting and
thereby reduce our energy usage and costs.
We look forward to continuing our excellent safety
and customer service traditions in the future, and will
continue to explore every avenue toward reducing our
costs of operation, without sacrificing those tenets.
It is with great sorrow that OCRRA mourns the
loss of Mitch Stewart. Mitch served the Agency
for 30 years and will be sadly missed.

The trash compactor in full operation at the Ley Creek
Transfer Station in Liverpool. Compacting C&D material
minimizes the number of loads OCRRA hauls for final
disposal, which minimizes greenhouse gas emissions.

Dick Madden of Pompey Center unloads recyclable cardboard at the Rock Cut Road Transfer Station. Amongst the many
changes in 2009 was the expansion of Saturday hours at the Rock Cut Road Transfer Station. This change was as a result
of customer requests; the revised work schedule there helped trim overtime costs.
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Energy from Waste
process is a non-hazardous ash residue, which is about
10% of the original volume of the trash processed at
the Facility. The ash residue is sent to a landfill for final
disposal or used as alternative daily cover. A stateof-the-art air pollution control system is integrated
onto the Facility so that it may comply with one of the
strictest air permits in the nation, meeting all federal
and state emissions requirements. Emissions from the
Facility are carefully monitored through continuous
emissions monitors (CEMs) and annual stack testing.

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, OCRRA carefully
evaluated the alternatives for managing the nonhazardous, non-recyclable trash generated by the
local community. The alternatives considered back
then are the same alternatives that exist today –
namely landfilling and waste-to-energy (WTE),
neither without environmental impacts. In abiding
by OCRRA’s mission to provide the community
with environmentally sound, highly efficient, safe,
and innovative solutions, OCRRA embarked on the
construction of a $148 million WTE facility. In 1995 the
Onondaga County WTE Facility became operational.

2009: Waste-to-Energy by the Numbers
Despite a difficult financial year with historically
low trash tonnages and historically low prices for
electricity and metal, the Facility maintained its strong
operational track record. In 2009, it processed 319,136
tons of non-hazardous, non-recyclable waste (enough
to overfill the Syracuse Carrier Dome) and, in doing
so, generated 227,258 megawatt hours of electricity
– enough to power approximately 28,700 households
and the Facility itself. The Facility’s metal recovery
systems recovered 9,752 tons of ferrous metal and 454
tons of non-ferrous metal for recycling. 79,743 tons of
non-hazardous as residue (25% of the original trash
weight) were sent to the landfill for disposal or were
used as alternative daily cover.

Today, after 15 years of operation, it continues to be
an integral part of OCRRA’s solid waste management
system, or perhaps more aptly termed, OCRRA’s
resource recovery system. About 47% of materials that
could go to the WTE Facility are removed for recycling.
The remaining non-recyclable portion goes to the WTE
Facility, which uses a mass burn combustion system
to safely and efficiently convert non-hazardous, nonrecyclable trash into steam. The steam is then used
to generate electricity that is sold to National Grid.
Ferrous and non-ferrous metals that would otherwise
have gone to a landfill are recovered at the WTE Facility
for recycling. The by-product of the combustion

The Waste-to-Energy Facility located off Route 481 in Jamesville, is where Onondaga County’s non-recyclable trash is
converted into energy; proceeds from the energy sale help fund OCRRA’s recycling programs.
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Waste-to-Energy: Part of the Energy Solution
As the United States looks for alternatives to reduce
its dependence on fossil fuels, it continues to be the case
that there is no silver bullet. Wind, solar, geothermal,
hydroelectric, and biomass are the current renewable
energy alternatives, yet combined they only account
for about 9-10% of the total U.S. electricity generation.
Coal power continues to provide 44-48% of total U.S.
electricity generation, while natural gas and nuclear
provide approximately 22% and 20%, respectively.

The 2009 stack testing results show that the Facility
continues to perform strongly, even after 15 years of
operation. All parameters met the corresponding air
permit limits, with the majority of results around an
order of magnitude below the corresponding permit
limit (see table and chart). Again, for the fifteenth year,
the ash residue testing indicated that the ash residue
should be managed as a non-hazardous waste.
Although the combustion process at the WTE
Facility generates carbon dioxide, there are avoided
greenhouse gas emissions associated with WTE due
to the prevention of landfill methane emissions, the
displacement of electricity that would otherwise have
been generated using fossil fuels, and the recovery of
metals for recycling. Ultimately, when the greenhouse
gas emissions are netted, there is an overall reduction
in greenhouse gases – generally about one ton of
greenhouse gas emissions are avoided per ton of trash
processed. In 2009, approximately 319,136 tons of
carbon dioxide were avoided, which is the equivalent
of taking about 55,000 cars off the road.

Currently, WTE accounts for about 0.4% of total U.S.
electricity generation; however, WTE has the potential
to offset approximately 2.5% to 5% of the current
coal-fired generation capacity. In order to significantly
reduce dependence on fossil fuels, the U.S. needs a
diverse portfolio of energy alternatives. Based on its
greenhouse gas benefits, low emissions (as compared
to coal-fired electricity and landfill-gas-to-energy), and
its ability to replace up to 5% of the current coal-fired
generation capacity, WTE is well suited to be part of
America’s energy solution.

Long‐Term Facility Average vs. 2009 Test Results
(Average of 3 Boiler Units)
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ONONDAGA COUNTY WTE FACILITY
2009 ANNUAL STACK TEST RESULTS
Average Measured Emissions1

FEDERAL
STATE

TESTED ANNUALLY

Constituent
Cadmium (mg/dscm @ 7% O2)
Cadmium (lb/hr)
Carbon Monoxide (lb/hr)
Dioxins/Furans (ng/dscm @ 7% O2)
Hydrogen Chloride (ppmdv @ 7% O2)
Hydrogen Chloride (lb/hr)
Hydrogen Chloride Removal Efficiency (%)
Lead (mg/dscm @ 7% O2)
Lead (lb/hr)
Mercury (lb/hr)
Nitrogen Oxides (lb/hr)
Particulates (gr/dscf @ 7% O2)
PM10 (gr/dscf @ 7% O2)
PM10 (lb/hr)
Sulfur Dioxide (lb/hr)
Ammonia (ppmdv @ 7% O2)
Ammonia (lb/hr)
Dioxins/Furans-2,3,7,8 TCDD TEQ (ng/dscm @ 7% O2)
Dioxins/Furans-2,3,7,8 TCDD TEQ (lb/hr)
Mercury (µg/dscm @ 7% O2)
Mercury Removal Efficiency (%)
Zinc (lb/hr)

UNITS:
gr/dscf = grains per dry standard cubic foot
ppmdv = parts per million dry volume
lb/hr = pounds per hour
ng/dscm = nanograms per dry standard cubic meter
µg/dscm = microgramsper dry standard cubic meter
mg/dscm = milligrams per dry standard cubic meter
@ 7% O2 = concentration corrected to 7% oxygen

Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3
5.37E-04
5.93E-04
3.55E-04
7.95E-05
9.09E-05
5.71E-05
9.40E-01
9.80E-01
1.14E+00
2.45E-01
1.17E+00
2.96E+00
1.90E+00
3.60E+00
5.79E+00
4.14E-01
8.71E-01
1.41E+00
99.7
99.5
99.3
8.72E-03
9.55E-03
4.73E-03
1.30E-03
1.47E-03
7.62E-04
1.10E-04 < 9.99E-05 < 6.98E-05
4.91E+01
5.49E+01
5.57E+01
1.38E-03
9.59E-04
9.93E-04
2.11E-04
4.08E-04
2.63E-04
7.90E-02
1.51E-01
1.03E-01
1.91E+00
3.85E+00
2.20E+00
1.00E+00
5.42E-01
2.02E+00
1.00E
00
5.42E
01
2.02E
00
1.02E-01
6.09E-02
2.28E-01
2.45E-03
1.09E-02
3.01E-02
4.18E-10
1.74E-09
4.86E-09
7.42E-01 < 6.28E-01 < 4.34E-01
99.5
>
99.5
>
99.6
8.36E-03
7.53E-03
5.37E-03

Permit
Limit2
3.50E-02
1.90E-03
8.04E+00
3.00E+01
2.50E+01
5.24E+00
>=95
4.00E-01
3.81E-02
4.00E-03
5.80E+01
1.00E-02
1.00E-02
3.16E+00
1.62E+01
5.00E+01
5.00E
01
4.88E+00
4.00E-01
1.29E-07
2.80E+01
>=85
1.88E-02

Pass/Fail?
P/F
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

NOTES:
1
2

Based on three test runs
NYSDEC Title V Permit #7-3142-00028/00009 - Draft Renewal

Last Revised: 3/18/2010, AKL
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Results from 2009 Stack Testing
* Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) emissions are
controlled via injection of ammonia
into the boiler. Ammonia injection is
continuously optimized to ensure
emissions stay below the NOx and
ammonia permit limits.
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Hydrogen Chloride (lb/hr)
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Particulates (gr/dscf @ 7% O2)
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2009 ASH RESIDUE CHARACTERIZATION TEST RESULTS
Semi-Annual Test Results - May 2009
Constituent

Test Result
Cadmium
Lead

0.73 mg/L
0.55 mg/L

Permit Limit
1 mg/L
5 mg/L

Pass or Fail
Pass
Pass

Conclusion
Ash residue does NOT exhibit a hazardous characteristic.
As such, it should continue to be managed as a non-hazardous solid waste.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

Members of the Board
Onondaga County Resource Recovery Agency
North Syracuse, New York
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Onondaga County Resource Recovery
Agency (“OCRRA”) as of and for the years ended December 31, 2009 and 2008 as listed in the table of
contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of OCRRA’s management. Our responsibility is
to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audits.
We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued
by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audits
to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An
audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made
by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our
audits provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.
In our opinion, the accompanying statements of net assets and the related statements of revenues, expenses
and changes in net assets, and cash flows present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position
of Onondaga County Resource Recovery Agency at December 31, 2009 and 2008, and the results of its
operations and its cash flows for the years then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America.
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated March 1, 2010,
on our consideration of OCRRA’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its compliance
with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose
of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over financial reporting
or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government
Auditing Standards and important for assessing the results of our audit.
The management’s discussion and analysis and the schedule of funding progress are not required parts of
the financial statements but are supplementary information required by the accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America. We have applied certain limited procedures, which consisted
principally of inquiries of management regarding the methods of measurement and presentation of the
required supplementary information. However, we did not audit the information and express no opinion
thereon.

March 1, 2010
Syracuse, New York
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS
Members of the Board
Onondaga County Resource Recovery Agency
North Syracuse, New York
We have audited the financial statements of the Onondaga County Resource Recovery Agency (“OCRRA”)
as of and for the year ended December 31, 2009 and have issued our report thereon dated March 1, 2010.
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards,
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting
In planning and performing our audit, we considered OCRRA’s internal control over financial reporting
as a basis for designing our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial
statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of OCRRA’s internal
control over financial reporting. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of
OCRRA’s internal control over financial reporting.
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management
or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct
misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies,
in internal control such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s
financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis.
Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose described in
the first paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control over
financial reporting that might be deficiencies, significant deficiencies, or material weaknesses. We did
not identify any deficiencies in internal control over financial reporting that we consider to be material
weaknesses, as defined above.
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Compliance and Other Matters
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether OCRRA’s financial statements are free of
material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations,
contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on
the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with
those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.
The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be
reported under Government Auditing Standards.
We noted certain matters that we reported to management of OCRRA in a separate letter dated March 1,
2010.
This report is intended solely for the information and use of OCRRA’s management and board of directors
and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.

Syracuse, New York
March 1, 2010
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