
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

  

      

          

        

 
PRESENT DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

1. Legal Services - Resolution 

 
 

 

 

 
6/24/2026 10:38 AM 

SPECIAL ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

AGENDA September 09, 2026

Time: 3:45 p.m. / Location: In-Person

Admin Members: B. Page – Chair, J. Driscoll, G. Popps

D. Kranz, M. Jennings, E. Bough-Martin, A. Rodriguez



Resolution No.  , 2026 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGENCY’S EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TO RETAIN ATTORNEY FOR LEGAL SERVICES 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Onondaga County Resource Recovery Agency requires ongoing legal 

services and wishes to engage a firm and its designated lead attorney to provide such services; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the scope of the retained firm and its designated lead attorney provides 

legal review and counsel on matters pertaining to corporate governance, contracts, personnel, 

and other legal issues as specifically requested by the OCRRA as well as attendance at monthly 

board meetings and other meetings as determined; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Agency did previously obtain competitive proposals from appropriately 

licensed firms and lead attorneys and designated a firm and lead attorney as Agency Counsel 

through December 2028; and 

 

WHEREAS, the designated lead attorney is now employed by a different legal firm and 

wishes to remain Agency Counsel with the same rates as provided in the 2025 proposal; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Administration Committee has reviewed the credentials of the new 

firm, verified the proposed rates, and found it to be in the best interest of the Agency to 

redesignate its Agency Counsel; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Administration Committee has recommended that the Agency retain the 

services of Mackenzie Hughes LLP of Syracuse, New York, with James Gascon as lead attorney, 

to provide the above-referenced services through December 31, 2028 at the hourly rates of 

$275.00 per hour for the lead attorney and partners of the firm and special counsel, $240.00 per 

hour for Associates and $150.00 per hour for paralegals and at an estimated monthly cost of 

approximately $11,000 per month and not to exceed approximately $132,000 annually without 

approval of the Board of Directors,  now therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the Onondaga County Resource Recovery Agency does hereby 

authorize its Executive Director to enter into a contract with Mackenzie Hughes LLP of 

Syracuse, New York to provide the above-referenced legal services for the Agency through 

December 31, 2028, and that James Gascon is redesignated as Agency Counsel for such term, 

with such services to be on an as-needed basis for the amounts as specified in this resolution.  

This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
 

Resolution Adopted Date:   
 

Vote: Ayes:   Nays:   Abstentions:   
 

Signed:   




















